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Westlink wins at Indonesian pontoon 

W 
orking on behalf of the Snapper 

Mineral Sands Project in northern 

New South Wales, Australia, and 

with a tight schedule and window of opportunity, 

Westlink Logistics has seamlessly managed the up-

lifting and transportation of 10 large pontoons 

from Indonesia through the Port of Adelaide to 

Pooncarie in southwestern New South Wales. 

Weighing in at 75 tons each, and with dimen-

sions of 32 x 6 x 3.77 meters, transporting the pon-

toons posed the Westlink Logisticsõ team a number 

of interesting physical challenges which were all 

passed thanks to professionalism, careful planning 

and a number of pre-visits to the Indonesian manu-

facturers. For example, since the chartered vessel 

was to be moored several kilometers offshore, it 

was necessary to use barges and tugs to transport 

the pontoons within reach of the shipõs hooks.  

The scheduling issues were compounded by 

unforseen circumstances which led to a delay of 

two weeks at the manufacturing plant. Quick think-

ing and robust negotiation skills were required to 

ensure that the chartered vessel (which had its own 

schedules to meet) did not leave without the cargo. 

As a result, the pontoons were stowed and shipped 

partly completed, and once the cargo was safely 

unloaded, Westlink arranged for a lay-down area to 

be made available at the Port of Adelaide so that 

fabrication could be finished in Australia ð thus 

saving the client thousands of dollars. 

For Trent Robson, Westlink Logisticsõ general 

manager, the job is about looking at the challenges 

involved at the macro level, and planning for all the 

micro issues along the way. 

"Timing, reliability and close control 

of the cargo on its journey was para-

mount for the client,ó said Robson. 

òThe shipping program that we de-

veloped included a dedicated, direct 

charter voyage. We closely managed 

all aspects from the point of collec-

tion right through to ultimate deliv-

ery on site. 

òAs a result of our success in han-

dling the first shipment, we have 

subsequently been awarded the con-

tract to transport a further 200 

smaller float line pontoons for the 

same project." www.gpln.net  

No snow problem for 

Interfracht team 

Interfracht Spedition, has just finished han-

dling blowers and air -exchanger systems bound 

for the mining industry in Murmansk, northern 

Russia. The cargo comprised a total of 2998 cubic 

meters with a gross weight of 344,234 kilograms. 

The goods were picked up by truck in different 

plants throughout Germany and shipped by char-

ter vessel to Murmansk.  

"And yes, there is snow in Germany!" said 

Andrea Grimm, managing director of Interfracht, 

"Not only in Switzerland..." www.gpln.net  
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A Word 

from  

Gary 

Daleé 
 

W 
e are now solidly into 2010 and things 

seem to be on good track for GPLN.  I 

expect a better year than last year (who 

doesnõt?).   

We had a very successful participation at Breakbulk 

Asia 2010, which was the second time we have par-

ticipated in this event.  Thatõs a very good record since 

the event is only two years old!   

Nonetheless, the Breakbulk events are always good 

due to the fact that there are lots of return visitors as 

well as new visitors so you can always catch up with 

old friends while looking for new business and be suc-

cessful at both.  Breakbulk Europe, which we are also 

slated to participate in this May, is the very much the 

same, just different faces. 

Later in March Luzius Haffter, GPLNõs commercial 

director, and I will be off to the 5th Indian Ocean Ports 

Conference & Exhibition in Mauritius where I am one 

of the speakers.  Immediately afterwards we will be 

off to São Paulo, Brazil, for the Intermodal South 

America 2010 event.  We will have many GPLN mem-

bers there with us as well and we expect to see many 

new potential partners there.  The event will be new 

for us as I understand the format is afternoon / eve-

ning rather than the morning / afternoon events we 

are used to.  But I suppose that is the òlatinó style.  

From Intermodal South America 2010 we will be di-

rectly off to Rio de Janeiro for the big event, our GPLN 

Global Meeting.  Besides our informative presenta-

tions and the one-on-one meetings, this year we have 

several outside activities like a city tour and a night at 

a churrascaria.  (Muito exelente!) 

This year we also will have many more events on the 

calendar than before.  My calendar is getting as full as 

it can, but thatõs a good thing for GPLN members.  

When we travel we are constantly promoting the 

group to others ð reaching out to potential members.  

But from this year we are doing even more than that.  

We plan to take in several industry events and not just 

the shipping and maritime events.  This will help the 

members to get more exposure with the òend usersó 

of their services around the world.  We are taking a 

global view of these events and so you will see us in 

basically all regions giving it the full court press. 

I am looking forward to seeing the results.  I am al-

ready tired and excited just thinking about it all! 

 

Best regards, 

Gary Dale Cearley 

Executive Director 

Global Projects Logistic Network (GPLN) 

Visit GPLN 

at Booth 

200  

ñWhen we travel we are constantly 

promoting the group to others. We 

plan to take in several industry events 

and not just the shipping and mari-

time eventsò 
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Oceanbridge starts 2010 with Alfa waves 

O 
ceanbridge has made a fast start to 

2010 with a large number of potential 

clients asking for pricing on a range of 

boats between the US, Europe and Australia, 

Oceanbridge said.  

An urgent call in mid-December had Ocean-

bridge packing up the cradle for the Maxi yacht Alfa 

Romeo and getting this on a vessel to Port Kembla 

so she could be repainted immediately after winning 

the Sydney to Hobart race. In mid-January, Ocean-

bridge shipped the yacht Pendragon to Long Beach, 

California. With the yacht coming by road from the 

South Island of New Zealand and the mast and a 

container from Auckland there was some logistical 

shuffling required in Tauranga to ensure she was 

ready to ship, keel on, within four days of the yacht 

reaching Tauranga. 

Also in January Oceanbridge shipped a 47-foot 

Sunseeker back to the UK It was lifted from the 

water and onto the wharf in Tauranga where it was 

fitted to the cradle and shrink wrapped, all in a mat-

ter of 4½ hours, ready for loading. www.gpln.net  

Ocidenave ties up 

with Sarjak 

Ocidenave, GPLN member in Portugal, has 

been recently appointed general agent in Portugal 

for Sarjak Container Lines, an Indian NVOCC ex-

clusively dedicated to the transport of Out of Gauge 

(OOG) and heavy lift cargoes.  

Ocidenave will have in near future a small resi-

dent fleet of assorted special equipment, available 

for use by export clients.  This new partnership will 

be a value added to the range of services in the pro-

ject and OOG cargo services that Ocidenave is able 

to provide in all or Portugal.  

Ocidenave originally started as a ship agency and 

has continued to develop to now offer complete 

solutions through all Portuguese ports, and has of-

fices in those ports. On behalf of its principals Oci-

denave will take care off all local issues including all 

port necessities, issues with authorities, logistics and 

customs.  

Ocidenave Navegação , originally called Agencia 

Maritima Ocidente, was formed in March 1951 as a 

ship agency. Over the years it has successfully devel-

oped a variety of services offering various solutions 

within the supply chain to and from Portugal. 

www.gpln.net  
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