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T 
he Maritime Logistics department at 

Wilhelmsen Ships Service in Kuwait 

has completed the delivery of a ma-

jor oil rig, RIG 161, and its camp from Ahmadi, 

Kuwait to the South Rumailah Oilfield in Iraq.  

The operation is part of Weatherford Inter-

nationalôs mobilization for the drilling of 20 oil 

wells in South Rumailah on behalf of the South 

Oil Company (Iraq). 

The 1250-horsepower land-based oil rig 

consisted of high, wide and heavy loads and 

was transported on an assortment of flat bed, 

low bed and towable trailers with 137 truck-

loads of cargo delivered in total, moved in con-

voys of 10 ï 20 trucks. 

Wilhelmsen Ships Service Kuwait arranged 

for origin coordination, mobilization of trucks, 

transit customs clearance and traffic permits. 

Meanwhile Wilhelmsen Ships Service Iraq pro-

vided destination coordination and escort for 

the cargo until delivery at the final camp site 

and drilling location. 

The move was not without its challenges. 

Clive Figueiredo, Commercial Manager of Wil-

helmsen Ships Service in Kuwait, said: ñThe 

location poses several difficulties for interna-

tional firms to enter and set up operations in 

Iraq given the political and security problems 

and uncertainties.ò www.gpln.net  

Flinter makes splash with new vessel 

M 
any interested parties 
assembled last month 
at the Shipyard Ferus 

Smit in Westerbroek, near Groningen 
in the Netherlands to watch Flinter's 
latest vessel, Flinter America, being 
christened and launched. 

Presiding at the ceremony was 
Arja Naumanen, the wife of Kari 
Naumanen of RETS Timber from 
Finland, christened the vessel, after 
which the Flinter America launched 
perfectly into the Winschoterdiep. 

In the weeks after the launch, the 
Flinter America was fitted out for 
delivery this month.  

Flinter America is a gearless box 
singledecker of 10,750 metric tons, 
with length of 131.2 meters, built to 
ice class standard Finnish-Swedish 1A. 

Flinter America is the latest addi-
tion to a fleet of over 50 ships ranging 
from 1,500 tons to 11,000 tons. 
www.gpln.net  

WSS delivers oil rig 

to southern Iraqi field 


